The North Central Watervatch Prymm

The North Central Waterwatch program has been active
since 1993. From Wycheproof to Woodend, Cohuna to
Creswick and Swan Hill to Echuca, Waterwatch works
with volunteers across the region to monitor the health of
our waterways.

Waterwatch participants include community groups such
as Landcare, individuals and schools with a commitment
to learning about and improving the water quality and
river health in North Central Victoria.

Waterwatch is committed to assisting the community to
improve water quality and river health through education
and awareness raising, monitoring and collecting data,
and actions aimed at improving our waterways.

Getting toch

Loddon and Campaspe Catchments
Telephone 5448 7124

Avoca / Avon-Richardson Catchments
Telephone 0427 887 254

Central Highlands Water Catchment area
Telephone 0417 316 142

Or visit the

North Central

Catchment Management Authority
Website www.ncema.vic.gov.au

or the
Central Highlands Water
Website www.chw.net.au

Rochester Campaspe Water Services Committee
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Monitoring leads to action

Your school can become
involved in participating in
hands-on, curriculum linked
monitoring of your local
waterway. This program is
available to all schools in
North Central Victoria.

Waterwatch is a national
community water quality
monitoring network aimed at
raising local awareness about
river health through education
and monitoring local waterways.
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Waterwatch is supporting your local community through: . .

e working with local community groups, teachers €WW€rOM&yW oAy

and students

providing Waterwatch staff for guest presentations

curriculum linked activities for students

workshops

field days

special events

catchment tours.

By participating in Waterwatch, community members
improve their understanding of river health and water
quality issues through coordinated monitoring.

Benefits of participating include:

access to water quality monitoring equipment
support and information

access to fraining including field days and workshops
developing monitoring and assessment skills

contact with other monitors in your catchment area
a greater understanding of river health

and local catchments

understanding water quality data

infegrated curriculum materials.

Waterwatch provides a great opportunity to learn
scientific skills and develop an understanding of chemical,
physical and biological processes in waterways.
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The North Central region is very diverse and faces
many environmental issues. Waterwatch provides
the equipment to test for a range of river health
parameters including:

® electrical conductivity, reactive phosphorus,
pH, turbidity and temperature

® macro inverfebrates

® stream and wetland habitats.
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Water quality data gathered by Waterwatch
monitors is recorded on a region-wide database.
Data collected is valuable because it:

® s locally collected data

® can be used fo illustrate what is happening
in your catchment

* has value to the broader local community

® can be used over time to discover water
quality trends.
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Many on-ground projects have originated from the
collection of Waterwatch data. Community groups,
individuals and schools feel a sense of ownership
of their local environment and take steps to action.
The local knowledge they gather contributes to
projects about:

® riparian revegetation
* waterway rehabilitation
® improved in-stream habitat.




